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Storm Gathers Over Clapham Junction
ofwin Towersodevelopment.

W andsworth Council&
initial public consultation
period for the planning
applications relating to the
redevelopment of Clapham
Junction ended in late
November. More detail
can be found on Council®&
Planning register under
application 2008/4488, but
the scheme essentially
consists of various
improvementsto the
station, creating new
station buildings on St
John& Hill and Grant
Road, and anew
shopping, residential and
business centre, including
two 42 storey tower
blocks, with 556
residential units.

These two towers have
caused the most
controversy, and are the subject of
most of the very large numbers of
objections on the council& website. In
May this year, the Battersea Society
expressed concern about these two
towers in a submission to the council
following the initial publication of the
plans, and hav e repeated that concern
in their official objection to the
planning application: fiNot only are
they much higher than any existing
building in the borough, they are made
even more dominant by their overall
bulk.0 Because of their size they
would have an unwelcome visual
impact on the Clapham Junction
Conservation Area, and on many other
parts of Battersea.

It should be possible to provide a
similar level of accommodationin a
different lessvisually intrusive way,
and it is any case completely
unacceptable that both council and
London-wide policies are being
ignored by the developers&ailure to
include any affordable housing in the
scheme.

Architects visualisation of the new Clapham Junction development

W hile there is some support on the
council& site from those beleaguered
commuters who are desperate to see
any improvement to the station, inthe
Battersea Society®& view this plan
does not adequately address the
serious difficulties of poor access and
often severely congested platforms.
These problems can only get worse
with the likely extension of the East
London Line to Clapham Junction, and
receive no attention from these
proposals. And the plan almost
entirely disregardsthe vital role of the
station as a major interchange
between train and bus, offering no
improvements to the army of bus
users who arrive at and leave Clapham
Junction every day.

The present shopping centre at the
junction of St Johns Road, Lavender
Hill and St John& Hill isT after
Battersea Square i the oldest space
in Battersea, appearing in its present
shape on maps as far back as 1745.
It could not fail to be badly affected by

this development, which in effect turns
its back on St John& Hill, cutting
through existing street patterns, and
taking business away.

Local residents believe that the
consultation process has been unduly
rushed. The Battersea Society takes
the view that Wandsworth Council
should meet those, and many other,
concerns by holding a public meeting
before any decision is taken on the
various planning applicationsinvolved
and has written to council leader
Edward Lister suggesting this. Failing
this, the Society plans to organize
such a meeting, and if necessary this
will be held on Friday 9 January 2006
at the Battersea Arts Centre. Further
publicity and information will be
available nearer the date.

In the meantime anyone wishing to
comment on these proposals can go
to our new website messageboard at
www. batterseasociety.org.uk/viewpoint

Mike Roden
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| can ignore it no longer. Now, in
early December, what my friend the
vicar® wife calls fthe C-wordois upon
us. The Christmas lights hav e been lit
in Clapham Junction and Northcote
Road, the mince pies are weighing
down the shelvesin bakeriesand
supermarkets, queues lengthen in our
remaining post offices. If you are
looking for an unusual Christmas
present for a Battersea friend, take a
look at page 14. Abrand new booklet
from the Wandsworth Historical
Society gives the origins of local
street names, from Abercrombie
Street to Zulu Crescent.

Just along the tracks from Clapham
Junction is another source (or should
that be sauce?) of gifts. Behind the
Royal Festival Hall a Slow Food
market will be held from Saturday 20"
to Tuesday 23 December. Having
been to these events before, | know
that the market will be full of
passionate and knowledgeable food
producers and sellers. Last time |

bought caramel fudge and Arab
smoked aubergine salad, sipped chilli
hot chocolate and was tempted by a
hog roast. In the next issue of the
newsletter | hope to cover nearby
farmersdmarkets.

In this issue you can read about a
number of developments that will, if
they go ahead, have a profound
impact on our neighbourhood. Some
will be welcome, others less so. It is
perhaps a positive side of the
recession that most of them will not
be built. But if we feel strongly about a
development (such as the monstrous
Clapham Junction scheme) we must
not rely on the credit crunch to
intervene. If such schemes get
planning permission, they could go
ahead when/if the economy improves.

W e have a new departure, too:
fiction, in the shape of an atmospheric
short story from Mike Roden (page
13).

On page 15 | have kick-started
what | hope will be a series on

Editorial

Battersea®
pubs. We are
fortunate in
having several
very enjoyable
pubs. | hope
you will write in
about your
favourite local.
This issue is the last that will be
designed by Mike Marchant. Mike has
toiled behind the scenes for at least
seven years and has produced what |
am sure you will agree is an
extremely attractive and readable
newsletter. It has been a pleasure for
me to work with him, and on your
behalves | would like to thank him very
sincerely for all he has achieved.

Jenny Sheridan

newsletter@ batterseasociety.org.uk

02073502749

A LOOK AT LIFE

The Man On The Battersea Omnibus.

So i wede all doomed, according to
the papers, as the jaws of the
recession start to bite. Well, as |
observed last time, wede all been here
before, and our own civilisationis no
less vulnerable than any that have
come before. Ahighlight of our recent
holiday in Egypt was a hot air balloon
flight over the Valley of the Kings asthe
sunrose overthe Nile. Any concerns
about my own mortality were forgotten
as | considered the ephemeral nature of
glory. Far belowour fragile craft | could
see the shattered statue - two vast and
trunkless legs of stone - which inspired
Shelley to write Ozymandias: fLook on
my works, ye mighty, and despairé ¢
Perhaps Gordon Brown should have
that chiselled on his office door.

| share the view of our esteemed
chairman that a day in which nothing
newis learned has probably been
wasted. In that spirit | always accept a
copy of the London Lite free
newspaper. Now it is even thrust into
your hand outside Debenhams! What is
a curse to many is a boon to me as |
settle down on the 170 bus and turn to
the pages chronicling the antics of our
younger celebrities, stumbling in and

out of taxis and night clubsin various
states of undress and inebriation. |
dond knowwho these people are, or
whether they even really exist outside
the fevered imagination of PR
companies, but | knowtheir names’
Lilo and Peaches and Trixi Fou Fou 1
and one day that will be of some use to
me.

Such collected crumbs of
information enabled our band of brave
volunteers (Batsoc Academicals, no
less) to come sixth in the recent SW11
Literary Festival Quiz, inalarge and
competitive field, and of course
explains why one of our number
showed such a disturbing familiarity
with the works of Jackie Collins.

Enjoyed afascinating Society visit to
the Royal College of Music& Museum
of Instruments the other day, where the
assistant curator played some of the
antique harpsichords and pianosfor us.
We were all rather cramped in a small
space, and some of the shorter
members of our party, or those who
were hard of hearing found it hard to get
close enough to enjoy the experience
to the full. Next time youde in such a
gathering look round to see whether
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you may be blocking the view of one of
your fellowmembers, and try to follow
the Golden Rule.*

See you next time.
Mike Roden

*If you have forgotten what the
Golden Rule s, youdl find the answer
in Luke 6:31. May come in useful for
your next pub quiz!




Planning Matters

Monica Tross gives an update on the work of the Society®

Clapham Junction Development

The Society& views on these
plans, including an objection to the
two ov er-dominant towers, were set
out at the time of the general
consultation. We repeated them in a
formal letter of objection to the
planning application.

We have called on the Council to
convene a public meeting to hear the
concerns of very many residents
about these plans. If thisis not done,
we will be holding our own meetingin
January. Check for latest newsvia
www.batterseasociety.org.uk

Beechmore Road Job Centre

This site (on the corner with
Battersea Park Road) is rather
smaller than Clapham Junction but
still very important to our streetscape.
The planning application was strongly
objected to by the Society and by
many Battersea residents.

We told the Council that the plans:
would lead to the loss of a
graceful building, a significant
part of the setting of Battersea
Park*
were an overdevelopment of the
site

planning committee.

would result in an over-
dominant and unneighbourly
building which would relate
poorly to its immediate
surroundings

did not offer a worthwhile mix of
accommodation.

*we have previously recommended
that the building should be included in
the conservation area centred on the
Park.

As we go to press the application
has been withdrawn. W e will be
watching out for new plans.

Royal College of Art (RCA)

The Society welcomes this
development in Battersea Bridge
Road, now agreed by the Council. We
had written to express concern at the
sombre facade planned but were not
successful in getting the architects,
Haworth Tompkins, to re-think this.

19 Bus Route

The RCA development will mean
that the bus station in Hester Road
will close. We have written to tell
Transport for London that itis vital that

the 19 bus route continues to the
south side of Battersea Bridge, ideally
continuing through to Clapham
Junction. TfL have made no decisions
as yet. We will keep checking on this.

Battersea Power Station

Treasury Holdings hosted a
meeting of the Battersea Society at
the Power Station site at the end of
September. The planning director of
Treasury Holdings gave a presentation
and answered questions, following
which the Society discussed the
plans (see page 5).

Views of the proposals, in particular
the 300 metre tower, were mixed
although memberswelcomed plansto
develop the site and the green
aspirations expressed by the
architect. The Society has set out its
overall views on the site in a paper on
Nine ElIms as a whole (see our
website).

Please tell us about any planning
or transport issues which concern
you. Email David Lewis, chair of our
planning committee at

planning @batterseasociety.org.uk,
or phone him on 020 7622 8017.

Nine EIms to Host US.

The US embassy may be moving to
Nine EIms. It is thought that security
concerns lie behind the decision to
move from central London. Since the
twin towers attacks in 2001, the
current embassy building in Grosvenor
Square has had armed roadblocks
stationed outside and part of the
square has been made inaccessible
by car or bus. The plan will only go
ahead if approved by the US Congress
and by Wandsworth Council. Council
leader Edward Lister has already
expressed his pleasure at the
proposed move, saying it will breathe
new life into this area of Battersea.

What do local people feel about the
idea of having the United States
among us? Annabel Stein, who livesin
Nine Elms, says, fl am absolutely
delighted that the US Embassy is
moving here. They will be welcome
neighbours. Currently Nine EIms Lane
isa no mané land and drab to say

the least. So having action on my
doorstep will liven up the areain a
nice way.

f\When Battersea Power Station
shows signs of life, that too, will be a
bonus. The transport here is wonderful
i thanks to Vauxhall Cross - and with
the underground station at Battersea
Power Station now being built, those
who thought | was nutsto move to
this neck of the woods will be eating
their words!¢

On the other hand Richard (who did
not want to give his full name) said, fit
will lead to an increased risk from
terrorism. There will be a huge
increase in security manned by armed
Americans, who may see themselves
as being outside UK law. It will provide
work for a number of people, but these
could well be existing staff. Asthere
will be facilities within the building
they will have little need to support
local shops. It will lead to increased
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road and oy
helicopter :
traffic. | cannot »ﬁ*
see it
benefiting the
local
community or
economy at
all. What we
needin the
areais
increased social housing, shops, a
health centre or even allotments.

fisiven that the good people of
Grosvenor Square clearly want rid of
it, why should we want it?¢

If the move is approved, there will
be an international architectural
competition to design the building.

Jenny Sheridan.



A Sighage Slum

Council notices add to visual blight, says Suzanne Perkins.

Most right-minded people and their
council representatives take a dim
view of anti-social uglification of the
urban environment: litter, fly-tipping,
chewing-gum and graffiti, especially
the obsessive daggingbof every
available surface with spray paint. It is
the general consensus that these
habits must be addressed vigorously
and kept under control, or the urban
scene will slide into squalor.
(Personally though, | do hope no-one
ever getsfined for pinning up a notice
about a lost cat, or for letting us know
there® a funfair nearby.)

However, even well-meaning local
authorities dond seem to realise their
own culpability in adding an officially
authorised layer of visual misery.
Anyone who enjoys architecture, the
street scene, or the parks and
commons becomes sadder and
sadder, knowing that for this blight,
there is no council cure. There®& only
more to come.

The need for an instruction to the
public, (whether it be real need, or
motivated by aversion to risk , control
freakery orjust plain habit) evokes a
knee-jerk reaction; someone is sent
out into the borough with a notice (i.e.
words on a board). This will be firmly
attached to the nearest vertical
surface in the most convenient way for
the operative consigned to the task:
job done. Repeat the process a few
times and it becomes a tatty collage
of dos and donds.

There seemsto
be no overview of
the general effect
and still less any
realisation that
there ismore than
one way to control
the public&
behaviour.

An obvious
exampleisthe
Three Island Pond
on Wandsworth
Common (now
renovated and
called The Stock
Pond). Thisisa
charming and easily accessible
beauty spot, with plenty of interest
from flora, fauna and the aesthetic
beauty of reflections of the sky in the
water. The eastern edge haslong
been guarded by a gently curving
stretch of Victorian railing, which from
the approach on Bolingbroke Grove,
makes a pleasant and practical
transition from the street scene to the
pastoral scene. Over the last few
years, various council departments
have used thisrailing asif it were a
billboard, and mounted name boards,
instructions, warningsi all in different
styles and at different levels. The
result is a signage slum. Everyone is
affected by this blight, if only ata
subconsciouslevel.

Please could someone from the
council with a design background
design or commission an attractive

and integrated information board, to
be placed nearby, but not necessarily
clamped onto the viewitself? This
could be an updatable source of
information for children and adults
about the plants and wildfowl to be
enjoyed. Or why not contact The
Battersea Society for wittier and
bolder ideas? An elegant column of
steel with interactive animations of the
migration patterns of the birds? A
quaint Victorian penny machine
dispensing healthy food to throw to
the ducks, instead of soggy white
bread? When the pond is frozen, a
cautionary message flickering as a
lightshow on the ice, in eerie blues?

And dond get me started on the
litterbinsé

The horse chestnut is one of
London& most popular trees. With its
pink or white candle flowersin late
spring, its fine spreading shade and its
autumn conkers it embellishes our
streets, squares and parks. But for
several years now all has not been well
with the horse chestnut. This summer
it was noticeable that leaves were
turning brown and thenfalling, as
though autumn had come early. Were
trees dying?

Accordingto Treesfor Cities, a
specialist charity, the most likely cause
isthe leaf-mining moth. This tiny
creature lays its eggs on the leaves
and after hatching, the caterpillars
burrow into the leaf to gorge
themselves, leaving the characteristic

Canker Conquers Conkers.

brown marks. The moth was first
discoveredinthe UK on Wimbledon
Common in 2002 and has since spread
widely.

The good newsis that although
the trees look ugly there is no long-
term damage and no need to fell the
trees. Those trees on the edge of
Wimbledon Common that were
originally affected nowlook hale and
hearty.

A more dangerousthreat to horse
chestnutsis bleeding canker, a
bacterial disease which affects the bark
and can cause treesto die or to lose
branches, thus becoming dangerous.

Patrick Langley, Wandsworth
Council&arboricultural manager, isvery
aware of the problemsbut says, Ve
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have hundreds of horse chestnutson
Wandsworth Common and probably
thousands on Tooting Common. We
are monitoring the situation but we re
not doing anything about the leaf miner.
As there® no lasting damage, it& not
necessary and it& not recommended.
The canker is a big problem, which has
been around for some time, and we do
take action with that.c

Jenny Sheridan.



One Chimney To Dwarf Four?

The Society debates the power station proposals.

Could Battersea® biggest, grandest
building be dwarfed by a huge eco-
chimney three timesits size? Can we
trust the latest in a series of developers
that have bought the vast site and its
iconic power station? If part of a
building is replaced by a replica, is that
a pragmatic response or does it
become a Disneyfied fake?

These were some of the questions
that the Battersea Society confronted
at its members-only meeting at the
Power Station on 30 September 2008.
Jeremy Castle, planning director for
Treasury Holdings, the current owners,
assured us that Treasury were in it for
the long term. They have spent
£4million to date on shoring up the
Grade 2* listed building and fafter 25
years of failure we want to make sure
development happensq he said. He
also pointed out that repairing the
power station after years of neglect
would be costly and any developer
would need to make a financial return.
Mr Castle outlined the planned
scheme, consisting of residential,
commercial and retail buildings and
open space. Describing Nine EIms as
the biggest opportunity areain London,
he said that the offices would be on a
similar scale to More London (the office
development between City Hall and
Tower Bridge).

-
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to whether it is the iconic silhouette
that should be preserved or the
structures themselves. AV e®e trusted
developersfor years and look what&
happened. How can we trust the
present ones to keep this as a real
building not a Disney version?0was one
view. Another member replied, iThe
chimneyshave lost their original
function anyway. W hat matters isnot
the detail but the viewfrom all over
London.oThe

The aim wasto
provide 20,000
jobs and to house

At 300 metres high the new
building would dwarfthe old.

Twentieth Century
Society believes that
demolitionis un-

7,000 residents.
An extension to the tube line from
Kennington would improve transport.

The scheme is claimed to be highly
energy-efficient. In response to
guestions, Mr Castle said that the
technology involved in the eco-chimney
had been used before i but only in
deserts. He also acknowledged that, at
300 metres high to the Power Station&
chimneys8100, the new building would
dwarf the old. However, he said that as
part of it is glass it would not block
views.

Iconic chimneys

Parkview, the building® previous
owner (which is thought to have made a
profit of around £250million on the sale
to Treasury) had received permission to
demalish the chimneys and replace
them with replicas. Thisremains
Treasury& aim. This prompted a
debate between Society members as

necessary and
supports repair, according to Keith
Garner of the Battersea Power Station
Community Group.

Following Mr Castle® presentation,
Society membersviewed the model of
the proposed development. Some
members were impressed by the
felegant design i it& not just a lot of
slabs and towers.0Others noted the
absence of the school and the six-acre
riverside park that had been mentioned.

New businesses

David Lewis, chair of the Battersea
Society& planning committee, thanked
Jeremy Castle warmly for the
opportunity to meet and for his
willingness to listen. After Mr Castle
left, Society members discussed the
issues between themselves. David
Lewis noted that while Treasury&
figures on employment seem over-
optimistic and need probing, the
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Society is keen to attract design and
new media businesses to Battersea.

Members held a variety of views on
the proposals. There was a feeling that
fve cand be negative about everything.
The site has been empty for so long, |
just want to see it used.0On the other
hand, fthe model flattersit. It would
make the Power Station look like a
doll& house.oMembers wanted the
scheme to include affordable family
housing for long-term occupation, to
offset the preponderance of small flats
seenin recent Wandsworth
developments.

A minority of membersfelt strongly
that the 19* century pumping station
on the site should be retained. Treasury
plans to demolishiit.

Members approved of the scheme®
green credentials but felt that they
needed detailed examination. The tube
extension was broadly welcomed but
people pointed out that only linking the
tube to Clapham Junction would make
areal difference. There was also
concern about the impact on road
traffic.

The aim of the meeting wasto help
the Society toreach aview of the
project, informed by its members.
fRedevelopment of the power station
and the surrounding site is clearly an
issue of great concern to Battersea
residents, fsays David Lewis. iV e will
be keeping in close touch as plans
evolve and will keep our members fully
informed.c

Jenny Sheridan



Memorial To Battersea® War Dead.

With the continuing uncertainty
over the future of the Bolingbroke
Hospital, members may be interested
to know that one of the community&
surviving WWI memorials (one of
many put up locally in the years
following 1918), was an integral part of
architect Alner W Hall& scheme for
the 1930& extension to the hospital.
The memorial was dedicated and
unveiled as part of the formal opening
ceremony of the new hospital building
by the Duchess of Gloucester in
December 1936.

The memorial can be found just
inside, to the right of the main
porticoed Wakehurst Road entrance

of the hospital. Setin a black marble
alcove of the green marble panelled
entrance hall, the memorial consists
of an internally lit alabaster urn with a
surface decoration of poppy flower
heads towards the top of the urn and
a poppy leaf embellishment near to
the base. Belowthe memorial urn on
the flat surface of the alcoveis
inscribed in gold lettering the
dedication:

TO THE MEMORY

OF THE MEN OF

BATTERSEA

WHO FELL INTHE

GREAT WAR

1914-1918

with the dates 1939-1945 added
following WWIL.

Funds were raised by the Battersea
War Memorial Committee and
presented to the Bolingbroke Hospital
in November 1935 as a contribution
towards the re-building fund. It was
seen as being a lasting and tangible
memorial to Battersea® war dead.

Nicola Hale
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Church War Memorials - where are they now?

The family of John Benjamin
George Elliott, a postman at South
Kensington who lived with his family in
Spencer Street (now under the
Ethelburga Estate) placed a memorial
to him in St Mary-le-Park church in
1918. His name also appeared on the

parishionersdwar memorial in the
church, erected in 1921, and on the
memorial placed in the church by the
Tunbridge Wells Equitable Friendly
Society.

Is there anyone out there who
might know where the memorials went

after the church was demolished in
the late 1960s?

Any leads please to Nicola Hale,
23 Joubert Street, SW11 5AE

Plagiarism is the sincerest form of
flattery, some say. So | shall draw on
the leitmotif of the President Elect of
the USA as the theme of this piece. In
1945 | was too young to understand
VE day, but | am sure that, when the
outcome of the American election
became clear on 5 November, the
sense of relief must have been similar.
A poisonous sore had been lanced
and a kind of nightmare had ended.
The global sense of rejoicing was
almost deafening.

Why should this be?

My view is that it was not just a
signal of the end of the Cheney/Bush
neo-con cynicism that has blighted
the international scene for nearly a
decade. Nor was it just because
Obama is black, or young, or an
intellectual liberal who can string
words and thoughts together. No, |
think most folk around the world
responded to his sense of &¢an dod
his optimism that, with application
and effort and time, things can be
made better, society can become
fairer. It was the triumph of fivesoover
fiNoa

So how does this apply to
Battersea?

nYes, we cano

Evenin this curious period of @redit
crunchéand the implosion of
capitalism, there are threats to the
quality of life of people in Battersea. In
the market place of planningin
Wandsworth there is a battle going on
between those who live and work here
and those who seek merely to
maximise profits made here. A classic
example is the Battersea Power
Station site, where greed and
mammon have held sway for decades
to the continuing shame of Battersea.
Another is the current twin tower
proposal for Clapham Junction.

A similar proposal in Putney,
opposite East Putney station, with
towers of 21 and 25 stories, has just
been refused planning permission on
the grounds that it would floom large
over the more domestic scale of the
surrounding areaq and it was
foverbearing and out of character with
the surrounding areaa The council®
planning committee could see no
justification for a scheme of such
overwhelming size and scale.

If thisis itsview of a development of
21 and 25 stories, what must be the
committee® response to the Clapham
Junction monstrosity of two 42 story
towers? fNo! dshould be a foregone
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conclusion. But | suspect that we can
take nothing for granted. It will have to
be argued and fought over.

Which brings me back to Barack
Obama and his theme of fives, we
cana Because we can succeed in
defeating this threat. | have been
delighted to see the opposition grow
as people realised what was afoot.
The campaigning of local residents
and the activities of Cyril Richert,
Harvey Heath and othersin spreading
the word shows that civic sensibility is
alive and well. | hope that Wandsworth
Council will accept the Battersea
Society call for a public meeting
(see the news section of our web site
www.batterseasociety.org.uk)

Whether they do or dond, | sense
that the ground swell of opposition will
reach Jericho proportions. Because,
Yes, we cané é .

Tony Tuck
Chair, Battersea Society
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