Battersea Matters oy

the newsletter of the Battersea Society

Decision on Twin Towers development delayed
YR QOF dziA2dza 2LIJOAYAEAYQ & | I
Campaigners against the proposedhe development which had been since written to him Councillor

Clapham Junction development  widely aired by opponents of the  Leslie McDonnell, Chairman of
KIS SELINBAaaSR YbhdmdziKateWiiam<Lof fae XCYABENg Applications writes that

over the latest developmentsinthét SSa G KA & | & | whilehe§as dufydfisiNdgt G A 2
al 3l 2F UKS W¢ g ihgimgat of HOR W2 ONJ O&YQ® NUA LT Auex W
Hostility The Planning Applications aware of the strength of feeling

%ommittee had been set to make a&xpressed at the recent open
ecision on March 12th, but this meeting and in the large number
has now been deferred until at  letters and emails which | am
least April. OdzNNBy iGf e NBOSA

National policies

Campaigners were further en
couraged by the news that Hazel
Blears has called for an inquiry in
0KS RS@St2LIYSyi
Ram Brewery site, which includes

Those attending the public meetin
on January 28th, were leftin no
doubt about the strength of local
hostility to the scheme: the 42
storey towers, lack of affordable
housing, and the inadequate
approach to solving local transpo
problems, both rail and bus.
The meeting drew an audience
around 200 people, who heard
from Tony Tuck, chair of the
Battersea Society, Cyril Richert a
Kate Williams from the Clapham

storeys high.

¢KS /2YYdzyAGAS3
Junction Action Group (CJAG), a "she considers the proposals may
Martin Linton MP. Delancey, the conflict with national policies on
developers, had turned down an _ Reason to smile? Cyril Richert and Tonymportant matters”. These include]
invitation to attend. Tuck at the public meeting on January 28, i 4ing heights, landscaping, and
affordable housing
However, Tony Tuck warns agaif
O2YLX I OSy0ed ab

Concerns Those at the public meeting had
It was not known at the time that abeen urged make their views
few days earlier the developers haknown to the council, by letter or .
rpceiyed a letter from Mark Hunteremail, and it is clear that this calll tal:e%fcs)rgrgn[t]ed, Igntd ;Il %Ol,u B8
(KS / 2dzy OAt Q& t it noyld hRkart T T A O S NI

. , sure you write to the council lettin
raising many of the concerns aboutResponding to those who have GKSY 1y26 K26 2

two residential towers of 42 and 36
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Clapham Junction on the Tube via Peckham and Wandsworth, wilappearing on the tube map, and

form part of the much needed cir- passengers will be able to use thegi

Local MP Martin Linton, Mayor  cular rail route around London. Runyster cards

Johnson, and Wandsworth Counciby London Overground this will be David Lewis, chair of the Batters
were united in delight at the recenta regular tubestyle service, Society planning committee felt th
announcement of a £64m package announcement should be a spuar
of government money to link Bat- AYONBI a8 LINEaadg
tersea to Docklands and the City. Junction improved t@rovide an
Planned to be completed by 2011, efficient, safe and convenient inte

the scheme, which stretches from change for all transport modés®
Surrey Quays to Clapham Junction

52y Q0 FT2NBSG (02 OAaAldG 2dzNJ 6S0oa
for regular updates on Battersea Society news, events & planning matters
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From the Editor proposed end of runway

alternation, which would have

meant altday noise for Battersea.
CSoNHzZ NEQa ay2g¢ |@AthidsSuedsalsd Kok Bask at ‘
unforgettable white urbanland 2 dzNJ | NBF Q& LJ &adG LJ2 ¢
scapes, with every green space interview with Maureen Larkin, and
filled with young and old , building remind ourselves of the Clapham

snowmen or giant snovalls. Junction rail disaster.
People tobogganed or walked The NHS is one of our greatest
down the middle of sid@oadsc institutions and most of us have

less slippery and safe with so little reason to be grateful for the
traffic. Walking where cars are nordedication of NHS staff and the ~ You will have noticed our new
mally king always gives me a sometimes surprising flexibility thisname,Battersea MattersWe have
subversive little thrill. great mammoth can show. Could a spiffing new design and a new
The furious opposition to the Fff GKAA OKL y3S Kesigndd Mike Rdslen{! naxziery]
Clapham Junction towers proposahrticle suggests that the private  grateful to Mike; during a difficult
shows no sign of abating, althoughsector is sniffing hungrily around time for me, he has done much of
there is cautious grounds for somethe service, enthusiastically en  the editorial as well as the design
optimism (see page 1). couraged by national and local ~ work. We would both like to hear
¢ KS 32 @3S NYy-sighgdi Qpoliticiaiis2 Wedlneed to be aware oWhat you think of the new name
decision about the third runway  what is happening and be preparednd the new look.
was a major blow, the only silver to resist unwelcome changes. Jenny Sherida
lining being the shelving of the newsletter@batterseasociety.org
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| received an email the other day pointed to the sky. The The Man on the Battersea Bl
from Wells Fargo. Less romantic Mayor, he just stepped Mike Roden looks at life from the top dél

than it soundg; the days of Jim  aside and let them pass.
Hardy played by Dale Robertson (&eemed like there was
was it the other way round?) and nobody to stop them tearing the Gunfight in the Asda Car park
stagecoaches rattling over the ~ town apart. Was itgoingtobe likeg 2 dzf R KIF @S 06SSy
prairie have long gone. Wells Fargbligh Noon where the sheriff has toVoguemagazine (I only read it for
is a bank now, and as such is prongeal with bad guys all by himself? the sport) once designated the
02 WLKARntakeyh By Not this timer the townsfolk got Y dzY 6 SNJ md 06 dza N
internet fraudsters to persuade thetogether and let those boysknow mn Y2 aid adéft Aak
gullible into giving theiraccount G KA & ¢l Ay Qi 3F2AYEADK & ANBSldza
numbers and password details, It was my bus stop, the dream hadhosen to demonstrate the new
only to see their accounts emptiedto come to an end. Just as well Routemaster bus you can see do
(Rather along the lines of the something tells me that the there on the left.
British banks asking the Treasury to 2 K2 R2SayQi YAS
empty its coffers on their behalf). Routemaster provided with that
l'a L R2yQld fA@S fistllezdash to throw oneself aboar
less than successful exercise. Later as it crawled over Battersea bridg
that day, though, as a 49 bus pumping out those wonderfully
bounced me through every pothole noxious diesel fumes.
much like a stagecoach, my mind Of course the new model will no
roamed back to those wild south
west eleven days and a noisy,
0dzadt Ayas FNASYR
Trouble was brewing. The big
talking Delancey boys had arrived
Ay G(G26yd WeKSNBQa 2 u
026 SNAHQ (KS& o02FaGSR a GKSe@ See you next time...

and buggies, with a nifty sliding
2 algoXamidships, but the chance to
KdzZNRf S GKS O0NAR
return to challenge old and young

cater for people using wheelchairs
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YEGA2Yy 2F 9y3tfl
g lery. There are many fine paint
Ings here, including works by
Hogarth, Reynolds and Gainsbor-
Ouir first visit in 2009 was on a coldnany items relating to the lives of ough, as well as sculptures. Geor
but sunny morning to the Foundlinghe foundlings and mementoes leftFrederic Handel was a supporter
Museum in Coram Fields, where wy their mothersg a small locket or and in 1750 he conducted the firs
were shown round by an excellenteven only a button. The children of many performances of thiles-

guide. In the early 1720s, Thomasthemselves never saw these touchsiah,raising a substantial sum for
Coram, a retired ship's captain, waisg keepsakes. the hospital. On his death he be-

so horrified by the young children William Hogarth, an early gover- queathed a fair copy of the Messi
he saw abandoned on the streets nor, donated to the hospital one ofto them. The Gerald Coke Hande
of Londong about 1,000 every yearhis finest portraits, of Coram him- Collection is housed on the secon
¢ that he resolved to do somethingself (pictured) . This began the for-floor of the museum and we

The seafarer who gave hope to abandoned children
Maureen Larkin visits the Foundling Museum with the Battersea Soci

VYRQ:

about the situation.

He spent the next 17 years raising
funds and support to establish the
Foundling Hospital, which was
given the Royal Charter in 1739.The
first foundlings were admitted in
1741. When babies and children

viewed the largest private collec-
tion of Handel memorabilia, inclug
ing his original will and the copy o
the Messiah.

Today the charity Coram contin-
dzSa GKS C2dzyRf A
through its innovative childcare
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were admitted they were given services. These include adoption,ja
new names, a uniform, regular parents centre, education services
meals and an education. The hos- and support for care leavers, famit
pital did not close until 1954, by lies, children and young people at
which time it had cared for over risk. The Museum is committed tg
27,000 children. bringing the arts and music to evg-
‘On the ground floor an exhibition ryone, especially children.
usStta UKS K2z2aLhAdul g A UK
Public Meetin Thursday 26th March Dates fOI’ your dlary
9 Talk on Wandsworth Prison
A Waste of Time & Energy? 7.00 for 7.30pm Thursday 4th June
Given by a governor of the prison, Annual General Meeting

Sgould we bother with recycling < RobCI?]enrr;]an. 7.00 for 7.30pm

and waste minimisation in a time t Mary's Church Battersea '

of recession? Come along and lis- £5.00 (payable on the door) St Mary's Church

ten to the arguments then join in Battersea Church Road

the debate. Annual Spring Lunch
Sunday 26th April ' ' . '
7-9pm 12 38’ for 1pmp Love's Philosophy
Thursc!ay 19th March ' Fulham Camerata presents
) 2 L"i\]tLI\:])IZm“SO?\n 'I"_Ogge{ ( I NE At'[hai/on tr2:Ie Rivek ) English and G ic for choi
o] aAd u al a Z nglish and German music for choir},
Battersea Church Road % 8ombard F&oau,:%Wfl soloists and ensembles on the
Speakers Tickets £14.50 (excludes drinks)  theme of love lost and found
Michael Singham: senior waste Saturdr:éy 13th June
. . . pm
policy officer, Wandsworth (0 al NEQA / KHZNDK
on the river

Matthew Thompson: London
Community Recycling Network.

Find details of all Battersea Society events
batterseasociety.org.uk/events
for more information contact
membership@batterseasociety.org.uk

Admission free all welcome.

Tickets £10 & £8 conc.
020 8870 3091/020 7720 7772

%" Proceeds to the Friends of St Mary's

Battersea and Speakability




Could Ralph West Hall live again as a hall of residence? Our letter to Renaissance can be
Keith Garner suggests a new role for a troubled building seen at http://tinyurl.com/ah57u7
There was much unhappiness in the offing. Postscript: Mike Horsman

among Battersea residents last JulyAs a way out of the currentim-  We were all very sad to hear of th
when the council approved Renaispasse, we recently wrote to Renaigleath of Mike Horsman who de-
alyoS [ ATSOI NB Q sandéBugdesti®fhatltde buibiyigsigned Ralph West Hall in the latg
application to demolish Ralph Wedbe reopened as a hall of residencel950s as a young architect in the
Hall and to build a new residential This would not require planning [ / / ! NOKA G SOl a
care home. permission and could be done building proved popular with stu-
After further discussions betweenquickly and at relatively moderate dents over the years and was fea
Renaissance and the Council con-cost. With the Royal College of Arttured in TheObservemagazine in
OSNYyAy3 GKS a{ S @&ipanding atthaircHowieSdtS 12000. Mike applied unsuccessful
Y S y {aénonetary contribution  campus and other colleges in the to have the building listed in 2004
from the developer for local im-  vicinity, there is a ready local mar-when it was sold to a developer.
provements- planning permission ket for student accommodation. Mike was a keen supporter of ol
was granted in December. Ralph West Hall would be particu- campaign. As guest of honour at
Ralph West Hall Site Protection larly suitable for the RCA. The dinthe party we held in the grounds @
Society, of which | am a director, isng hall block could become a caféRalph West Hall in June 2008 he
now preparing a legal challenge and gallery space. The landscapetbld us that he planted the (now
against the decision. The challenggrounds could serve for the displaynagnificent) London plane tree
will be made on the grounds of theof sculpture and could be used forwhen the building was under con-
ANNI GA2y Lt AGeE 2 Buming Bvents?2 dzy OA f Q& struidniirethé early 1960s.
in approving a scheme identical to This scheme could bring the build-Mike was enthusiastic about our
one turned down in 2006. ing back into use quickly, allowing proposal to reopen the building ag
There is now a hoarding aroundRenaissance to make an honest a hall of residence | hope we can
the site, and Renaissance intend terofit. We hope they will seriously honour his memory by pursuing o
demolish the building in a few consider the proposal. If not, they campaign to a successful conclu-
weeks. However there are doubtsshould make way for a developer sion.
that their bankers Barclays Capitalwho specialises in student accom-
will allow this with a legal challengenodation.

[¢]

58S LJ

I

=

—

Beechmore Road former Job Lombard Road. The Society sub Planning Update
Centre mitted objections to two previous
The Society objected to the new applications on similar lines. This
plans for this site, submitted late case and Ralph West Hall (see = merging of thel70/239routes,
last year. In February the appl  article above) lend further weight other users of this route have
ication was refused planning per to the idea that, however inapp  experienced a poorer service. Wg
YAaaArzy |G (G§KS ropriatda/ poopdsed devealoprheyt yhaveg \iitten to TfL to tell them

Monica Tross has the latest ne

Committee meeting. the developer need only apply this, but do let us know your own
US Embassy three times to get planning experience. TfL will review this

The application process for this hapermission. route over the coming months so
started and outline proposals are Feedback please we would like to tell them what yo

expected soon. We know that the There are a number of buildings inthink.
building will be approximately 25 Battersea Park Road where work TfL will also be reviewing routes
storeys high and have a 30m wideseems to have ground to a halt. 131, 155, 220, 295 and 35% any

exclusion zone round the peri Have you noticed any sites near comments on these too please, b
meter. We hope to have more  you where work has stopped and the end of March to

news for the next newsletter. the building left scaffolded and  buses@batterseasociety.org.uk
Oyster Wharf incomplete? Let us know sowe David Lewis, chair of our plannin

We regret that approval has been can ask the Council what they cancommittee can be contacted at
given for 22 dwellings in 10 two  do about stalled projects like theseplanning@batterseasociety.org.ul
storey houseboats (reference Buses or phone him on 020 7622 8017
2008/4569) at Oyster Wharf in Some of us are delighted with the
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mailto:planning@batterseasociety.org.uk
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Jenny Edwards of the Friends of Bolingbroke Hospital tells the story latter are still trying to gain accesg

Last year, with local support, the
Friends of Bolingbroke Hospital
applied to English Heritage,

Friends paid to have the tiles
professionally cleaned. They

to have the building listed,| [ &= LN = S ‘1‘
making particular referencq | /5 T fl]{,f"-’ﬁw'l | B i
to the William Shepherd | 1 - 500} &)‘ L 0|
wing ¢ facing Wandsworth '45’7@ JuY =g = M"‘“' |
commong a landmark e N e ? pus- ‘
since it opened in 1927. It} -+ 4 ,;;f,:\;zt.,‘t’,ij:;;’,’ﬁ??l

also houses some very B 4 b R MY
important features: the wal | (% . @ S L
memorial, the wonderful | [ DICKERY D.;QERY DOCK

|

nursery rhyme tiles and a
impressive Swedish marble hall.
The tiles, depicting many well

to the hospital to view the nursery
rhyme tiles. They have said that
GiKSe N’ | @SN
installation and should be saved §
Fft O2ata¢od

'Y F2NIdzyk St @
declined to give any specific
assurances about the future of
these important features. They ar
GSNE YdzOK F LI N
history and must be saved, prefer
ably maintained and protected in
situ. We must not let them be
moved out of Battersea or even

{

continued to be admired by all agesold. We anticipate a response

until the hospital closed last

known nursery rhymes, were madéecember.
In making the listing application tahat should our initial application

by Simpson & Carter and were
AyaidlttSR

ward which opened in 1927. Aftera dzLJLJ2 NI FNR Y

the warf closed there was talk of
Y2@Ay3d GKS
the idea was dropped and the

l.:l
conservation deparment, all

interest from the War Memorial

from English Heritage sometime
later this month and understand

I NP dzy EBnglisiHeritaf& we hav& Hafl R NaB weran ask for the case to be

K $eviewacdxelwill fcetdinly do so.

i A f S &orthcdte Waid cd&ibisah8 Q aleny gglivards can be contacted on

020 8870 3857

Local Heritage
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Wandsworth has 45 conservation
areas which cover the whole
historical range, from Battersea

Not just bu
Justine Page, a

Square with the Raven Inn (below)

dating from the late 17th century;
to the Alton Estate, built in the
1950s and also listed for its
architectural importance.

F NBIF Q&

ildingg but the spaces in betwee

explains how conservation areas w

senior planner with Wandsworth 0041

OKI NI} OGSNISAY T baA t RSBRY

its green spaces, and gardens andvould be linked to the high quality

even the width of the streets,
pavements and the street patter

These areas are designated by thet KS 02 dzy OA f Q&

O2 dzy OA f
I NOKA (SO0 dzNJ f
but it is not simply buildings that
we have a duty to conserve. An

T2 NJ 0 K S DeslgriGrdulsisnow ib the fifth and NB dzy B { (i
2 Rdalkdagolitd ptdg@ammeyofil S N&iatyiod Building styles coming

updating conservation area
appraisals and management
strategies for each conservation
area which all undergo public
consultation before approval.

development across the river in
n. Pimlico. They set out the kite
| shapa&dSthekl paiterrecghteling R
t KAE A

from other builders who also
bought into the scheme.
Battersea conservation area
appraisals available on our websi
include Battersea Square, Batters

Over the next year we will review Park, Town Hall Road , Westbridg
the Parktown Conservation Area irRoad, Three Sisters, and the

Battersea which was developed

byShaftesbury and Latchmere Estat

Flower and Knowles between 1865 he draft Parktown appraisal and
1895. They financed the southern management strategy will be

stretch of Queenstown Road so

available for public consultation in

that the new suburbs of Clapham, the autumn. Further details from

in particular the Cedars Estate

www.wandsworth.gov.uk
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Art & Culture

The Royal CO”ege of Art lives the dream Tompkins) will have a saiwoth

_ . glazed roof to give north light to
The RCA and Jenny Sheridaplook forward to an artistic future he studios below. The departmer

aims to move here in the autumn,

most sculptors, Antony Gormley, photography. In 2012 they will be
creator of the Angel of the North joined by ceramics, glass, metal
and the Field for the British Isles. work and jewellery.

- W4
N

Theng the dramatic highlight of WL y Odzo I (1 2 NJ dzy A
the evening: Mr Gormley pulled afacilities for startup businesses arj
switch and a dove swooped downstudios at affordable rents. A
from the roof, sprinkling golden lecture theatre will offer arrelated
EditingBattersea Mattersalthough sparkles and trailing a string of  education to audiences in the RC
immensely enjoyable, is rarely a multi-coloured pennants. With Battersea and beyond.

glamorous role. For one evening irperfect accuracy the bird unveiled The total cost of the new project
late January, though,itwasmy | o yYY SNJ LINE Of | kestihaed to bewat Idast £35
entrée to a world of high art, { Odzf LG dzNBE HAnngpd YAX DS 2§ 0S ¢ RSB 1AY

champagne flowing as one wishesaisy Addison and Andy Humber, Francis Bacon painting for £8
would always flow and speeches who designed the installation, are million gave it an initial boost. But

Fo2dzi . I GGSNAESI Qdh REAZRIUdENS. ONS I (i Ah@ Eollege is still looking for
guarter¢ not to mention a sponsors, so if any Society
mechanical dove. Champagne members would like to help, | am
After this excitement we returned sure that they would love to hear
Finest to the task at hand: nibbling exoticfrom you. Might we see the Tony

The event was the Royal College afanapés, drinking Laurent Perrier Tuck Lecture Theatre one day?
I NI Qa LJ NIe OSt $ShaNgadnd, gha adinikng theJt | yy SR
move to Battersea of its fine and clothes. It was the kind of party
applied art departments and the where you could ask someone
opening of its rebuilt sculpture whether she had designed her
department in Howie Street. In hisbeautifully cut symmetric dress
welcoming speech, Professor and be told no, it was by a well
Christopher Frayling, rector of the known Japanese designer.
w/ 'S RS&AONRAOGSR (Theénew gidlerdy &Rilyitetl the &
of the bestc if not the finest¢ work of the firstyear sculpture
d0dz LI dzNBE & dzRA 28 dRBYUIRS® ¢ 2AQRR @
With its large colum#ree gallery, my eye. Lucy is interested in
it enables students to exhibit their baroque funerary statues. Her
work in the space where they worksculpture (pictured) shows a skull
Thanking Wandsworth Council for like head with a ghostly arm
St 02YAyYy3 (KS w2ierging flord 4 thn§l&i$nass of A
2LISY T NXaszé GKS danidel Bdskipalgstena, b ¢
part of Battersea developing into awreathed in gaudy fake flowers.
creative hub. New designers, craftiucy loves the new building, but is
people and artists will join those not yet familiar with the area, apart
already here, such as architects from the pub opposite and Theatre
Foster and Partners and Will Alsofb03 at the Latchmere.
and fashion designer Vivienne When complete, the new painting
Westwood. building (designed, like the rest of
The sculpture building was the campus, by architects Haworth

B L Sy SR 08 2y S 26 befohded bypyir@raking ane{B

aLiQa Frydlraagaodo G2 060S KSNBI gAl
YdzOK aLJ OS | yR Edicatkni 3¢ KS alAR®
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Laughter & the love of friends...
. _ _ The tree planted was Quercus
Tony Tuck joins the Friends of Battersea Park for a special Ceremonyo,|,stris, a pin oak native to Nortt

America.
Those who recall the green and on a small hillock by Chelsea Bridgé hope that when people walk by
32t R GAya 27F [ @& GadidBateasédaR&k Fof & NXnelhiltodk byfChelsea Gate, or sif
also doubtless remember the however wrenching the death of a on the bench astride the hillock,
picture of the dead lion with bees man may be, especially a death they will be able to take stock to
swarming from its body. The logo that is out of and before time, the celebrate in their own way their
NRB dzy R (KS LI Ol dzidfer ripides dariibe pyoulzand2 R 6iyK Sy asS 2 F af
A0NRyYy3 OF YS T2 NIaffrmative.SThasgvéha sitbndthatf 2 39S 2F FNASYRA
Abram Lyle, who founded the syrupench, in time shaded by a tree,
company, held strong religious  can relish the vista and the bubble
beliefs. The quotation is from the of life played out before them.
Old Testament (Judges 14:14).
This tells the tale of Samson who Celebration
was travelling to the land of the  This is an apt celebration of a joyful
Philistines in search of a wife. man who spent his life with and for
During the journey he killed a lion, people. It is most fitting that the
and on his return past the same bench has a small plaque bearing
spot he saw that a swarm of bees lines by Hilaire Belloc often quoted
had formed a comb of honey in theby John, namely:
carcassSamson later turned this
into the riddle shown on the tin.  From quiet homes and first beginning
Out to the undiscovered ends
Commemoration ¢CKSNBQda y2ZUuKAy3 o2
| was reminded of this in late winning .
January when the Friends of Save laughter and the love of friends.
Battersea Park and others came . . .
together to commemorate the life [Phlllp Wright, former chairman of Local MP Martin Linton takes part ir
of the late PC John Johnson by the Friends, talked of John at the the tree-planting ceremony

planting a vee and placing a benelffL C L 0 e T

PC John Johnson

I dz3 |
(OFS

John Johnson is to be remembered The John Johnson Foundatit
in other ways too. Some of his for- al1Ay3 . GGSNBESE | 686
mer colleagues on the Battersea

Crime Prevention Panel are settingvork and play. This will include  and past chairs of the Crime Pre-
up the John Johnson Foundation. strengthening a sense of commu- @3Sy G A2y t | ySt @
¢CKAa ogAft F2tf 2 aitydvd groMmating dodd Yekatiods David |- in Smuth Africa, is being ke

ing Battersea a better place to livepetween community and police. informed. Once the charity is estab-

Anthony Croker Poole, a member lished, it will be open to all to join.

one potential activitiy as working sise that the aim is not to supplan
with the borough police com- the fundraising or activities of
mander to identify and inspire goo@ther organisations, to so many o
community policemen and womenwhich John was devoted.

Th}I\S yvoKuId Do;bée in cogeegt;tlfjn ég\?@wgre a“boutg%eqlo);:ﬂrb
oAU u astu’a nson undﬁtleo‘n,wm 0
officer of the year award, which & o poole at PO Box 37298, L

Johnwon twice. don SW11 4WF.
The steering committee includes a

Fairfield councillor and the present

of the steering committee, sees  Mr Croker Poole is keen to empha-
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and greengrocer both lived at he
Stables at the end Of the road end of the road, with their horses
Maureen Larkin tells Jenny Sheridan about her Battersea childhood & G 6t SR 4 GKS [pl O

opposite had a small sawmill so the
Many Battersea Society memberslk a Yl t £ OKAf R R #orséskahdicarty @seédHogline up. [t

will know Maureen Larkin, our was handy for the gardeqDad
resourceful and efficient BatterseaThe Blitz used to tell me to get out there
{20AS0G8Qa YSYO S REikghtHe)SecdOWEdIWaNE & A 1 K G KS 0dz01 Sd| |yl
She is one of those unusual Maureen, like many London

Londoners who still live in the children, was evacuated. But after Threat of demolition

house where they were born. In  an uneventful six weeks in In the early 1970s the area, which

her case, this is a small house in Eastbourne, her parents brought had become run down, was
Knowsley Road, in the area knowrher home and she spent the rest othreatened with demaolition.
as the Triangle. GKS 61N Ay . I (G ENGg&| the redidests formed a
Ly al dNBESyQa OKddicRiénzaz [RenderfHill and K defence committee, with Maureern
houses in the road were crowded; Latchmere primary schools)was LJX I @ Ay 3 | f S| RAly3 |
most contained two familieg with quite disrupted by the air raids. Fothe council and protested to MPs.
one living upstairs and the other a couple of months the school Douglas Jay, who was our MP, used
R2gyail ANE® abSBli 2ASRNIR2 K FNB { di I2aSi 16 $188ngdin thsheugeR (
family with five children upstairs mind that! When the Blitz started | Eventually the council caved in and
and exactly the same downstairs. remember at first sleeping in the named it as a regeneration area

Fourteen people altogether! cupboard under the stairs and therand agreed to modernise the
Everyone shared the toilet in the in the Anderson shelter in the houses. A different class of people
yard, and there was no bathroom. garden. came in and started buying the

Everyone had a tin baththatwe & . 2 Y0 & F St fwe livedf hodsBsdByeRiouslt had been very
filled with hot water from kettles by the railway line and they were much a working class area. But
2y 0S | 6SS1 @ LG tngng® Wit@laphani Jurctioni Bufveryape mixes very well. They a
GKFG ol GKNRP2Ya aSWeR lutdzive ohlylastafew YdzO1 Ay X GKS&@QNB vy
panes of glass. Some houses in co-ordinator for Neighbourhood
Washday Sabine Road were hit. To this day Watch, we organize an annual
al dZNBSy Qa 2t RSNIR2RY&Ri S NIA RS Y & ¥aRk & I8HEet pattydaRd lodslofyhddpEoples K A (
electricity being installed inthe L 'Y & dzNB & SYa géiingived. Bu tiereNite 5t & [ £
early 1930s; until then the house The Triangle nowadays is a prettypeople here who | used to play with
was lit by gas. Washday was a and popular residential area. Few | & |  OKAf Rdé
YIFE22N) OK2 NB @ G a &f the geiv keSdedtsdzduflguess2 The street parties continue, but
boil sheets in the copper. It was sethat until about 1960, the coalman much has changed. Maureen (leff)

in concrete and you had to light a is positive about most of the
FANB dzy RSNJ A (¢ changes, though she regrets the
With little luxury in her childhood, passing of the industry that

Maureen still remembers it fondly.
G2S KIR YdzOK Y2N
kids do now. There was less traffic,
less crime or certainly less fear of
crime. | used to travel all over
London by bus to go to museums
from the age of seven. | always
walked to school on my own. In the
holidays Mum would give me some
alryRoAOKSA YR L
friend and spend all day in the park.
No parents would dream of letting

employed so many Battersea men
Y FYR 62YSy o a&. dzi| GK:
famous Battersea smeilit was
disgusting! We thought it came
FNRBY DIFENRO2YyQa |3f dz
,2N)] w2l RPAEKS [ ANJ
now. Before the Clean Air Act wag
passed in 1956 we had these
terrible fogs. | was on the way bac¢k
K frbm the cinema in Fulham once

continued on following page...




Stables at the end of the road
continued from previous page

and the bus driver had to stop
0S50l dzaS KS 02 dsrf
road. One of the passengers
had to get out and walk in fror
2F (GKS o0dzaa G2 ¢

Change

On the down side, Maureen
regrets the replacement of
many old, smalkcale streets
with large housing estates. Bu
the biggest change is that
Battersea is no longer a very
poor area, with many people
struggling to make ends meetand
y2i ltgl ea O C

Y2ySead ¢KSe& &l A
326G Fyeé TFdNYAQ
a2t R GKFGX gSQf
Y2ySeQo ¢KIFG gl
RV Ol 388 1k8§&

Something Maureen does look
back at fondly is local

~ A

grandmother went to ask for more music hall and also a repertory

fheaire? Thr&weke sevdrdl |GES

dzNiBekas?2 TKeSeyivasitte feapd B

fClafhamZ Gnctidn? the Giafadss

1 NBV2 K v (Caradviisiobetyi

inside, with a big
Wurlitzer organg and the
Savoy in York Road and
another little one as well
Now we have to go to
Chelsea or Wandsworth
| 2NJ / |

and bred, Maureen has
always been involved in
her local community,
from fighting the council to
organising street parties and now

Battersea Society

LK Y I

A Battersea woman borr

Battersea movers and shakers honoured

¢tKS bSs , SINRa&

Ihezisgge itzNciithviesk Loriton.

People in West London Histo
Local History Conferen

This year's conference, sponsore

included a number of people who Former curator of the Wandswortljas usual by many local history

live or work in Battersea. Dr
Kathleen Costeloe has been
awarded the CBE for services to
medicine in London. Dr Costeloe,
professor of paediatrics at the
Homerton Hospital, specializes in
premature babies and neonatal
lung development. She lives in
Battersea.

Pat Astley Cooper (below) was
awarded the MBE for services to

{

Museum, she is still involved in th
new developments there.

Also awarded the MBE is Maria
Kempinska, founder and creative
director of theJongleursomedy
club. Now a national chain, Ms
Kempinska started the first club in
Lavender Gardens in 1983. The c
nurtured the talents of comedians
such as Graham Norton, Jo Brand
and Paul Merton.

Recognition
In a different kind of honour,
WSYYAFSNI | £ fYIlYy
recognised by Kew Gardens, whig
appointed her as a trustee last
November.

aa ttyYly Aa
parks officer and oversaw the
restoration of Battersea Park. Key
has appointed her for her detailed
knowledge of horticulture,
biodiversity, and landscape and
heritage conservation.

2|.

bsocieties, is on the theme of
'People in West London History'.

Two of the speakers are well
known to the Battersea Society.
{ Sty [/ NBAIKG2Y
Progressive Batterseaadicalism
and socialism 18810914 and

Rprian Gerhold , Vice President of

the Wandsworth Historical Societ
talks about 17th century Putney
and Roehampton .

The conference takes place on:

Saturday 21st March
Qa érqﬁv\9t3@a@4-3ﬂnm® S
h at the Montague Hall, Hounslow

Tickets are £7.50. Send SAE and

sheauepayalie West Lopden §

Local History Conferente
J McNamara, 31B Brook Rd Sout]
Brentford TW8 ONN.
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Art & Culture

Drawn to the river, drawing the river
Chris Orr RA tells Jenny Sheridan about his work and his affection for
Battersea

The Peace Pagoda, Albert Bridge,KS al &@a® Ly KAa LJ
courting couples and transvestitesd S wSIF OKQ KS RSLJ
in the park: images of Battersea strongly influenced by past artists
ONER LJ dzLJ ¥ NB|j dzS y §uctdas Ruyher,/BrkéIara Whisddd.) 3
paintings and prints. Until this year Chris Orr finds pririnaking a par-
head of the prirtmaking depart- ticularly satisfying way of incorpo-
ment at the Royal College of Art, rating different layers of reference
Professor Orr is a distinguished art- Yy R YSI yAy3ad &, 2 dz
ist who has exhibited prints and change and alter things. Here, for
paintings internationally. His work instance, | have put in an old photo
is detailed, clearly of our time but of myself as a schoolboy in a print
influenced by artists such as that has resonances with the pre- River

l 23F NIK® LGQa a aeitldyimy Shildhobdiayid/ndy Ia-Chris enjoys the river and the par
ways fascinating. ther. You can mention things that and has drawn extensively in the
are true but not actually thereat F NBF & aL tA1S 0
GKS GAYS®E opments that are happening
around here. There was the old
|l_)akery by the river, and the vitriol

N Q)¢

uA

Continuity

Chris and his wife Kate live near
Albert Bridge. He paints in a studior opographical

that once belonged to Charles Once described as a social surrea I :
Sargeant Jagger, the sculptor of thist, his work has recently become works, which is commemorat_ed_ "
Royal Artillery monument at Hyde more topographical. He focuses or{h? name of{th{e Eslassnjnl building
Park Corner. Jagger studied and cities and buildings rather than the? © - b uu SNASE . N
taught at the RCA between the  more fantastic or satirical emphasith of pqtentlal for change, espe-

wars and Chris likesthe sensation2 ¥ | ¥S¢ &SI N& g'?”b"“('ﬂ&)theﬁcﬁ R A v 3
of continuity with previous genera-quite close to maps, there are Creative

tions of artists. He is interested in traces of things thatyou canfollowd | 2 LIS Fdzf €t & A G &
memory and the way history per- through if you really look at some- dential and creative development

sists through change and developi KAy 3¢ KS &l @ & dhe doulg' & §aRerigs 25tudis, |

ment. His art often reflects the un- pictures, not just look at them. My workshops, and that would spawn

derlying features of a landscape pictures contain a lot of literary  cafes and bars and specialist sho

that are not visible but which leaveallusions and visual puns. AdzOK & FNIA&aGa

atrace, aghostof whatwasthere d L RNI ¢ 2y GKS &2RIQ0H KB3O KES R

0ST2NB P a4, 2dz O yOilh (EEINDE AR2R2 KEER HAK (RF Aly Od &R

something | wanttod St A S@S v ¢

RN ¢3¢ KS Chrik @r&eXxhibits regularly at the

showing me a Jill George Gallery in Soho. As a

lovely watercolour Royal Academician, he is entitled

sketch of the powershow up to six works in the Sum-

station chimneys. mer Exhibition. His work can also

G¢KSY L Ri@ddhrbin the studio.

and work it up and

through the editing

process gradually a

LINAY G SYSN Tosee hiswork go to
www.chrisorr-ra.com

Battersea Bridge
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http://www.chrisorr-ra.com/

Local History

hyS 2F [2YR2
I NOKA GSOG dzNT ¢
forthcoming books on Battersea

As you read this, a small team of
9y 3If AaKkK
researchers and illustrators is
toiling away unearthing everything
they can about the history and
urban fabric of Battersea. Their
findings will be presented in a
weighty pair of books due to be

published in 2012, as Volumes 49 conscious that we had neglected Thematic approach

The last volumes o get to grips with its extent and
(ldoSsoudn-of the dierfwara on
bestkept secrets. Available dme Lambeth in the 1950s. Battersea is going thematic. Volume 49 will
as well as in libraries, it acts as theseemed a good choice. TBairvey cover the public buildings, industr

and 50 of theSurvey of London
TheSurvey\ & 2y S 27

definitive record for
each district it tackles |
and is a precious local §
resource. It also
provides a framework
for planning. In such ape
complex city, the
history of each area
needs indepth
understanding before
its future is decided.

Finest buildings

The series began over 100 years has often chosen areas which are Iﬂlstorlcal Society.

ago as a shoestring operation set
up by the architect C R Ashbee to
NEO2NR [ 2YR2YyQa

KA a

yQa o$a

[’j
G2NR Iy !

' YRNE ¢

covered Poplar, Docklands,

I SN&A G I 3 KfightsbadgdandSMZaas

Clerkenwell.

Neglect

b2¢g Ad Aa
with Woolwich. When | became
editor of theSurveyin 2006, | was

South London.

the throes of change.

Timd of ande

a century we have got less than hatlie landscape of Nine Elms, for

way. Inthe 1960s and 70s official
listing took over the business of
protecting historic buildings. The

Survey became a fully researchedNaterloo to Chelsea Bridge, there Isambard Brunel near Battersea

and illustrated record of each
district it took on (generally an
ancient parish). Facts about
property ownership, social history

instance, looks potentially very
different.
a study of the riverside from

is a fresh scheme for Battersea
Power Station, the future of the
Covent Garden Markets looks in
doubt, and now the American

and famous residents fertilized theEmbassy is coming.

older mixture of architecture and
measured drawings and
photographs.

Kensington was the first area to social. At over 2,300 acres itis a andrew.saint@englisheritage.org.uk

get the full treatment (in four
volumes!). Since then we have

But the best reason for recording

Battersea is its fascinating balanceSurvey of Londomill.

of features, architectural and

formidably large area for us,
stretching from Vauxhall almost to

1 S LiBahain.Sf Gri&XBS thegorth stil

0dzA f RA Yy 3 &zl
before they were demolished. AfteBince we started work a year ago, exciting discoveries. The drawing

The GLA has undertakelmave been able to reconstruct the

struggeyth conte 1Y ROWB_S ;
WoSiysSSy GKS O¢2
comfortably middleclass. There
are tough public housing estates,
yuppy enclaves, three glorious
open spaces, a tangle of railways
converging on the busiest station
Britain, schools, churches and pu

history has largely now vanished.

variety, theSurveyfor the first time

shops etc, chapter by
chapter.

CKSYy Ay +2f
revert to our traditional
topographical arrange
ment, so people can easil
find about the street and
the house they or their
ancestors lived in.

Much firstclass research
has been done on

GG SNASI
by the Wandsworth

Discoveries

6SQBS | f NBI
YIRS ¢6KSy {0 alt
in 1778 have come to light, and w

mechanized sawmills built by Mar

Bridge. But we also rely on
information coming to us, so If
readers of this newsletter have ol
photos or deeds or other material
62dzi .l GGSN&ESH
to receive them. Itis all grist to th
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Survivors remember Clapham Junction rail disaster
Jenny Sheridan on a commemoration of tragedy and heroism

e St
worst train crashes, survivors and the railway tracks. Current staff an
helpers gathered to commemoratepupils took part in the memorial
the Clapham Junction rail disasterservice at the stone memorial on
Thirty five people were killed and Windmill Road (above: picture fronsurvivors have spoken of their fegr

¢toSyae NE | ¥F ErﬁaﬂﬂleESy‘lﬁol @hich ovéNolsk

over 130 injured in the morning
rush hour on 12 December 1988.

Wandsworth Guardian

Heroism
Faulty signal Teacher Simon Gregory recalls:
The accident happened in the a2S alLlsydu Yzad

cutting across Wandsworth looking after the injured, who were
Common when the Poole train ~ dazed and confused. Our children
smashed into the Basingstoke traishowed incredible heroism. They

which had been stopped by afaultR A Ry Qi G KAy
signal. Witnesses saw carriages 2y 6A G K A (G ®¢
hurtling into the air before crashing Medical staff from all over south

down. The tragedy worsened whewest London rushed to help. Some

a third, empty, train hit the passengers needed emergency

wreckage, Killing some survivors. surgery on site while others were
Among the first to help the injured NJdzAa KSR G2 {
were teachers and students from Survivors praised the work of the

2T

l 6 2 dzi

DS2NH

The official inquiry (below) found
the cause of the disaster to be
faulty wiring carried out by a
signalman who had been working
for 13 weeks with a single day off
The inquiry led to a review of rail
safety measures.

Nightmares

The 20 year commemoration is a
reminder that the effects of a
major incident such as this can bs
long lasting. One of the survivors,
Alison Clark, was unconscious for
three weeks and has no memory
the crash. She had plastic surgery
ol hé(late. She told the
d2dz2NySY2dzi K 9 OK
I look and my face is still numb. A
sKSy L asS8SsS I GN

of travelling by train, especially in
the front coaches, and of recurrin
nightmares.

y 3

Investigation
into the Clapham Junction
Railway Accident
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Local History

rescue services who cut them freg.

h

23
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I Ay
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_THE lLLUSTRA'rgD

as those reported above are
rare, with few historical reports of

Junction.

In February 1868 th#lustrated
London Newsarried a dramatic
picture (right) of rescue workers

near Clapham Junction.
And in 1892 the same publicatior
(left) had a front page picture of

wrecked and burning train after a

Thankfully tragic events such Earlier accidents near Clapham Juncti

serious accidents close to Clapha

surrounding an overturned engineg

firefighters playing their hoseson & F I G I €

20th August
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Pounce on your tomatoes...

Jenny Sheridan and other Wandsworth gardeners solve some proble%"ar

The fledgling (or should that be  to an exposed narrow garden
seedling?) Wandsworth Gardeningnfested with honey fungus to a
Society has met twice now. Due tofront garden that has lost its way
LIS2 LX SQa
illnesses and of course the snow, The theme of the meeting was
both meetings have been small, butouble-shooting. Suzanne
very productive. proffered both a probleng

At the first meeting the group tomato blight- and its
discussed what it wanted the az2ftdziazyy
society to be and do. We agreed the moment you spot its

02 Y YA ( ¥ikey allardge robiiayfréeSwis felledbout the next meeting, contact

Gt 2 day 08 BN IEREE g

With at least some of our
dening problems solved and
looking forward to a sunny and
trouble-free spring, we walked out
of the pub into the slushy snow.
If you are interested in hearing

gardensoc@mailwise.co.uk

Useful tip from Thelwell

that at least for the present it

would be an informal grougmore ¢ A i K

co-op than committeeg with no
membership structure or fees.
Proposed activities were trouble
shooting, garden visits (to each
20 KSNDa

for singlehanded gardeners,

2 NJ LJdzo f pdpér Baskettd®yihdk I+ NRSy a0
and sharing seeds, compost and, pound shop.

leaves curling and spray it

. 2NRSI dzE YA E®¢
wanted to know how to stop

squirrels stealing bulbs from

pots. Suzanne suggested

using upturned wire waste

I St AL

Other questions covered

perhaps garden work. deterring cats from using
At the second meeting, in early raised beds as toilets and
February in the Alma, we describetlow to dig an exhausted
our gardens, which ranged from a solanum from a tub. Laraine
small shady back garden through avondered how to hide a
part-paved 1930snfluenced plot Yy SA 3 K6 2 dzZND &

0l tf

FromUp the Garden Path
dEye Methygn 106¢) o

Slow Fried Potatoes with Thyme
and Taleggio

X

1 pound waxy potatoes

1 medium onion, peeled and thinly
sliced

2 tablespoons olive oll

2 ounces butter

2 cloves garlic, peeled and sliced

a small palmful of thyme leaves

4 ounces semi soft taleggio cheese

Slice the potatoes into rounds the
thickness of a coin. Fry the onion
gently in the oil and butter in a

Can | help you? Mark Newman
shallow pan.

behind the counter

As it becomes soft and pale gold, Turn the heat as low as possible
add the potatoes, garlic, thyme, a and cover the pan so the potatoes
little salt and ground pepper and cook slowly, stirring them from
toss gently to coat the potatoes in time to time. After 40 to 50 min-
oil and herbs. utes, they will be soft and golden.

YR R2y QU TR NH

Thanks to Mark Newman of Hamish Johnston for this seasonal rlecipe

Slice the cheese thinly, lay on th
potatoes and cover the pan again
It will have melted after a couple (¢
minutes. Serves 2.

3%

—h

Hamish Johnston
is at
48 Northcote Road
Battersea,
London SW11 1PA

If you have a favourite recipe
82dz2QR fA1S G2
readers oBattersea Matters
please send it to
recipes@batterseasociety.org.uk
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